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The Clash of Civilizations?
“The Clash of Civilizations?” is an article written by a famous political scientist Samuel P. Huntington in 1993. The author provides readers with his point of view of what future world politics will be like. The headline of this work directly reveals its subject. The article under consideration is divided into nine parts, each discovering (examining, evaluating) separate aspects. 

Huntington starts with the statement that modern world will face a new kind of conflict — cultural one. He proves this point of view by dwelling on (the idea, the facts) that all of the conflicts existed changed each other gradually. Thus, he writes that first conflicts were between monarchs and princes, then came conflicts between people (after French Revolution), after World War II people observed the conflict between ideologies. The only logical consequence is that future conflict will be between civilizations. In the next part of the article Huntington (1993) gives his definition of civilization: A civilization is thus the highest cultural grouping of people and the broadest level of cultural identity…It is defined both by common objective elements, such as language, history, religion, customs, institutions, and by the subjective self-identification of people. (p. 24)
Samuel Huntington proceeds with providing reasons for why clash of civilizations should take place. The most important is the globalisation or much intense interaction between people of different cultures and religions. Here Huntington states that that may lead to an increase of the “civilization-consciousness”. However, this idea may be criticised, as far as globalization results in fading of barriers between people. It is worthwhile mentioning that Huntington (1993) differentiates two levels of clash of civilizations: The clash of civilizations thus occurs at two levels. At the micro-level, adjacent groups along the fault lines between civilizations struggle, often violently, over the control of territory and each other. At the macro-level, states from different civilizations compete for relative military and economic power, struggle over the control of international institutions and third parties, and competitively promote their particular political and religious values (p. 29). The author introduces the fact that cultural fault lines between civilizations appear in the post-Cold War period. Major conflict tends to be between Western and Islamic civilizations. 
Huntington discusses “kin-country” syndrome, which refers to the tendency to support people from the same civilization during war with representatives of another civilization. However, there are cases of violent conflicts between people within one civilization. Samuel Huntington (1993) writes: In 1991 and 1992 many people were alarmed by the possibility of violent conflict between Russia and Ukraine over territory, particularly Crimea, the Black Sea fleet, nuclear weapons and economic issues... While there has been serious fighting between Muslims and Christians elsewhere in the former Soviet Union... there has been virtually no violence between Russians and Ukrainians (p. 38). He was later criticised because he seemed to be wrong.  The current situation in Ukraine and the Crimea annexation (of phrase) show (demonstrate, exemplify) that Huntington was right. 
The author of the article introduces the idea that countries of all civilizations are ready for modernization, but not “westernization”. The next conflict is going to be named “The West versus the Rest”. In the following part torn countries are described, which are still in process of defining their civilization-consciousness. Turkey, Mexico, and Russia are among them. In the last part of the article the author explores the Confucian-Islamic connection, which, as Huntington (1993) states “has emerged to challenge Western interests, values, and powers” (p. 45). 
“The Clash of Civilizations?” should be regarded as the article of great significance. It gives an opportunity to look at the world from different perspective and broadens the outlook. The article has both strength and flaws, but in general it provides detailed and logically constructed point of view of Samuel P. Huntington.
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